
Bishop Creek Water Association 
Annual Meeting Summary 

March 1st, 2016 
 

I. Opening and Introductions 
The BCWA meeting was opened at 7:03 p.m. Trustees in attendance included: 
Gene Coufal, Jim Yannotta, Merry Armstrong, Henry Means and Rock Baker. 
Jim announced that Greg Loveland would serve as the DWP representative in 
the future. Watermaster Chas Coufal was in attendance as well.  

 
II. January 25th, 2015 Meeting Summary 

The summary of the January 25th, 2015 Annual Meeting was reviewed and 
unanimously approved. Gene announced that the approved meeting 
summaries will be posted on the BCWA website. 

 
III. Financial Reports 

The Financial Reports for January and February 2016 were reviewed and 
unanimously approved. 

 
IV. Election of Officers 

a) President: Gene Coufal was elected as President of the BCWA 
b) Secretary: Greg Loveland was elected as Secretary 
c) Treasurer: Henry Means was elected as Treasurer 
 

V. Appointment of Finance, and Water & Arbitration Committees 
Henry Means was appointed as the Chair of the Finance Committee, and Rock 
Baker was appointed as the Chair of the Water & Arbitration Committee. 

 
VI. Snowpack and Bishop Creek flow and storage report 

Greg presented the current snowpack conditions and Bishop Creek flows. A 
discussion about the runoff in the Eastern Sierra followed. 

 
VII. Water and Arbitration Committee Report 

The committee met with members on Sunset and Highland Roads. The 
committee dealt with a plugged culvert on Audrey Lane. They are working to 
get water to the south side of Parkwest through the 4-X Ditch. 

 
VIII. Watermaster Report 

Chas reported on the culvert projects on Mclaren area. Chas also made house 
calls to visit with residents to explore resolution of flow issues. The Manor 
Market area was discussed along with possible improvements. Residents were 
asked to keep ditches clean and to not tamper with gates. When improvements 
have been made to structures “BCWA” will be spray-painted on it to show 
that the Watermaster was responsible for flow changes. There was much 
discussion on the equitable distribution of water and one member presented 
pictures showing an alleged inequitable spread of water. 



 
IX. Old Business 

a) Bylaws 
i. Amendment to Section VIII, Section 2 passed by membership 

unanimously (attached) 
ii. Revision Status – the By-Laws will be posted on the website 

and hard copies will be available through requests made to the 
BCWA secretary. 

b) Adoption of Watermaster Position description 
 A motion was unanimously passed by the board to adopt the 

description. (attached) It will be posted on the website. 
c) Ditch Repairs 

i. Repairs on the Vista Ditch at the diversion from the North Fork 
of Bishop Creek have been completed.  

ii. Inyo County is set to replace culverts in Ranch Rd. in the 
vicinity of Mt. Tom and N. Mountain View Road within the 
next 2 weeks. 
 

 Comment was made concerning the gates in the Manor Market 
area that are in need of repair. These gates will be added to the 
list of priority work to be completed. 

d) Finance Committee 
i. Back Assessments – Gene and Craig Patton met with attorney 

Peter Tracy to discuss the ability of the association to collect 
back assessments. They will report back with the findings. 

ii. Listing of Properties - The attorney advised against making 
public a list of properties in bad standing. The motion was 
tabled. 

e) Reinhackle Ditch at Mt. Tom Rd. Flow Issue – After some discussion, 
Gene recommended that the affected members meet to see if a 
resolution could be made. A meeting will be set between the affected 
parties. 

 
X. New Business 

a) Revision to $ amount in Article XII, Section 1, Paragraph 2 of Bylaws 
– Motion was made to increase the amount to $3,000 and it was passed 
by the membership unanimously.  

b) Insurance – Rock discussed a joint power agreement in lieu of 
insurance. He explained the differences and noted that it is cheaper 
($1,200 / year) and it is issued by the same broker as the present 
policy. Rock will continue researching the options and report back. 

c) Other - A question was raised concerning agreement between SCE and 
DWP. Jim Yannotta explained the Chandler Decree and storage of 
water by SCE.  
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