
Bishop Creek Water Association 
Meeting Summary 

June 7th, 2016 
 

I. Opening and Introductions 
The BCWA meeting was opened at 7:04 p.m. Trustees in attendance included: 
Gene Coufal, Merry Armstrong, Rock Baker and Greg Loveland. Trustee 
Henry Means was absent. Watermaster Chas Coufal and Bert Almond were in 
attendance as well.  

 
II. May 10th, 2016 Meeting Summary 

The summary of the May 10th, 2016 Monthly Meeting was reviewed and 
approved as written.  

 
III. Financial Reports 

The Financial Report for May 2016 was reviewed and approved. 
 

IV. Bishop Creek Flow and Storage Report 
Bert Almond discussed SCE and minimum flows. North Fork of Bishop Creek 
is uncontrolled and is contributing the majority of the flows over the Chandler 
Decree flow schedule that are being delivered below Plant 6. Lake Sabrina is 
at ½ capacity while South Lake is almost to the toe of the dam. Bert estimated 
that the peak runoff would be seen around July 1 and that Lake Sabrina will 
reach capacity. Flows are fluctuating greatly from day to night with swings of 
100-120 cfs.  
 
Gene Coufal reported that he had received a similar report from Dan Golden. 
They also discussed management of storage and winter flows; and proposed a 
meeting with BCWA, SCE and LADWP to discuss when we get closer.  

 
V. Old Business 

a) Collection of Past Dues: The issue of past dues was discussed. As of 
the beginning of June there were 325 non-paying members of the 900 
total BCWA members. Gene read the letters that will be sent out to the 
non-paying members in mid-July. 
 
The board clarified that dues apply to any members that have a ditch 
on their property. Dues are for the service and not for delivery of a 
specific amount of water. 

b) Reinhackle Ditch Issue: Resolution is still pending and any 
construction will be scheduled during the low flow winter months.  

c) Ditch/Diversion Box Repairs: 
i. Reconstruct 2 diversion boxes on McLaren at Ranch Road – 

The work has been completed and Gene asked for concurrence 
of the board to purchase signage to prevent tampering. He 



wanted to purchase 12 signs at approximately $20 apiece. The 
Board unanimously approved this expenditure.  

d) Board approval of reactivation of ditch on Gardner Property on Sunset 
Road – There was no action taken and the board is waiting on a letter 
from the Gardeners.   

 
VI. Water and Arbitration Committee Report 

No formal meeting: 
 The residents of Carol Lane held a meeting to develop a plan. Phase I 

of the plan would be to isolate where problem areas are. Phase II 
would include re-watering sections and reconvene a meeting to discuss 
the findings. 

 Flows were cut down on Highland and Sunset. Water levels in test 
holes have been rising. There continues to be confusion on the causes 
of basement flooding.  

 Todd Vogel discussed flooding under his house on Highland Drive and 
challenged the audience to come and work together. He proposed 
cutting off all water to Highland and Sunset until all ponds have been 
lined. 

 There was heated discussion on high water problems, water under 
homes and the difficulty of de-watering properties.  

 The Board moved to discuss the high water issues with Dr. Bob 
Harrington.  

 Both the Yaney and Nobel Ditches were slowly being re-watered 
 

VII. Watermaster Report 
Chas reported that he received 85 calls last month which was above normal 
and he received 24 text messages.  
 
Chas requested member to call him with any reports of gates and diversions 
being tampered with. The new structures are still being calibrated to figure out 
how the new flow schemes work. 
 

VIII. New Business 
No new Business 
 
Note: Gloria Stewart at 3567 Ranch View Lane, filled in her ponds and 
ditches with dirt and as such is longer a member in the Bishop Creek Water 
Association. 
 

IX. Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Bishop Creek Water Association will be on Tuesday, 
July 5th, 2016 at 7 pm at the Los Angeles Department and Water Power Office 
Building at 300 Mandich St. 
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