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ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF
 BISHOP CREEK WATER ASSOCIATION
OF MARCH 23, 1962 AND AS AMENDED FEBRUARY 3, 1969

WHEREAS in 1905 the Bishop Creek Water b.mmoﬁmmonsmm?amag;m
: - users and appropriators of the waters of Bishop Creek for use on lands located

R . L o " . on the Bishop Cone in the County of Inyo, State of California, for the purpose

7 S I Gl - .pf protecting thelr rights to the waters of said Bishop Creek and to apportion
. . 5 “ ' gaid waters among the several vsers; and - : w5 R g e

N e « WHEREAS in order to determine the rights to said waters of Bisnop Creek

o : . to which said Association members and said users and appropriators of said

_ RE: o waters were entitled, an action was brought and determination thereol had,
B : G under a judgement’ commonly knows and referred Lo as the Chandler Decree;
14 and . . . . . st
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WHEREAS The City of Los Angeles, in order to provide a municipal water
supply: for use in The City of Los Angeles, putchased over 80% ol sald lands
and water rights, together wilh the righls 1o the -nse -of -the -main  canals. (o
transport- said- waters and has since sald purchase. matitained  said ‘main
canals to {ransport said water for its own use and for the use of other land-
owners on the Bishop Cone entitled to their respective share of sald waters of

Y
=%

o

Bishop Ceeek; and e . ;
WHEREAS this Bishop Creek Association since. the said purchase of said

lands and water rights by the said City has for many years restricled ils opera-
tions to regulating the equitable diversion of the sald water from said main

R 2 canals to the said Jands of the members of the Associalion; and'
- WHEREAS since said Chandler Decree adjudicating he said waters af
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o CONSIE . . .... .. Bishop Creek and the said diversions by the Associalion of said waters from’

S the main canals, the members of this Assoclation believe that the best inter-
ests of all would be served by amending said Articles of the Association so as
to conform to the changed conditions; :

 RIVER
¥ MERNAA BT
IOLRARL LAND
U JUHLAHD
QUWEETH LD
3050 J 29408

. WEIT Wt
MA

EAEEK
I-OTI!IG

Dl

1l
TPl ORTH B} ISE
HARRY
o ATEICN
L ]
AN,
WL
pen JEVPDF ot
St
aran

MATLICH,
Ll

NOW, THEREFORE, the undersigned owners of over hal{ of said lands on
the Rishop Cone described in said Chandler Decree and shown on Exhibil
i+t attached hereto-and entitled to over half of the said waters adjudicated Lo’
said lands, agree that said Articles of this Association shall be amended and
adopted as follows: e : .
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- We, the undersigned, users of water and appropriators of water in that cer-
tain Stream known as Bishop Creek, and owners of lands defined in an instru-
ment Teferred to herein as the Chandier Decree, and shown on Exhibit “A"
hereof, which. decree allots the waters of Bishop Creek to the owners of said
lands, .said lands beirg situated in the Counly of Inyo, Stale of California, do
;o : S . herehy associate ourselves under the name of “BISHOP CREEK WATER.
‘xljm e =k ASSOCIATION' and in constderalior of the benefits to be derived from said-

” association mutually agree to and adopt the following articles of associalion,
3 ; by-laws and rales.
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a Py St s . —_ - FIRST: This Association shall in its associate capacily wnn_._mﬁ the joint and .
WPy - swEMo o q E ‘several rights of the members thereof in and lo the use of the waler of the
S i said Bishop Creek as said water is allocaled by said Chandler Decree, includ-
ing the diverfed waters of Birch Creel, and shall provide for the delivery of

said waters of Bishop Creek, inciuding the diverted waters of Birch Creek for
the use of the members of this Association from the main canals shown on




,,_{»_ o i,

said Exnibit A", through lateral canals and dilches in the manner and fo
the extent hereinaiter provided.

"SECOND: To equitably appottion between aind among the members of this
Assoclation the said wafers of Bishop Creek, including the diverted waters of

Bireh ‘Creek, as said flow is allotted under the aforementioned Chandler De- -

. cree and the report of referee upon which said decree is based.

THIRD: To levy assessments upon each member for such sums and at such.
“times as may be required o earry out the purposes of the Association, and to

uniorce the collection of said assessments,

 FOURTH: To determine the eligibility to membership in this Asseciation,
‘and ‘adopt rules for the expulsion of members therefrorn and the levying of

- fipes and eollection of same, for violation of any of the rules and agreements

of this assotiation.

FIFTH: To adopt by-laws and rules to govern the affairs of the Assaciation,
and te elect officers and E.nmn...mu.m.ﬁ.:n._.n.nnznm and terms of office,
and will not injure any member of this Association,

For the purpose #f carrying out the foregoing objects of this Association,
and in consideration of the benefits Lo be derived therefrom as Individuals and

- pollectively, we do hereby jointly and severally agree to and adopt the follow-

ing rules and by-laws for the government thereof,

BISHOP CREEK WATER ASSOCIATION
BY-LAWS AND RULES

ARTICLE |

" Gection 1

The authority and power of lhis Association shall be vested (except as other-
wise provided herein) in a board of five trustees who shall be members of this
Association, or duly appointed and designated: representatives of members of
this Association, a majorily of whom shall constitute a quorum for the trans
action of all business. :
Secfion 2

signing of these articles of assoclalion, rules and hy-taws, and thereafler twa
trusteas shall be elected at the annual meating of the members of the associa-
‘tien to be held on the last Monday in January of each even-numbered. year,
and three trustees shall be elected at the arnual meeting to be held on the

The trustees shali be elected by patlot .w_.._,_imu..ﬁm_w upen the mm.%me: and

last Monday in January of each edd:numbered year; said meetings to be neld

at Bishop, California.

Each trustes shall serve for the ferm of -iwp years or until @ _suecessor is
elected, the term of office of each trustee shall commence immediately follow-
ing his election. o .

Flection of lrustees shall be by ballet and each member of the Associalion
shalt have the right to cast ai least one vate.

A member of the Asseciation shall be a lardowner (joint owners shall be

eatitled to one membership), and each such member shall have the right to

SEXTH: The Trustees of ihis Association shall have power to exchange wa-
ter, where such exchange will be of benelit to the members of the Association.

cast at least cne vole, Each landowner owning more Lhan one (1) acre shall be
entitled to-one vole for cach swm equal 1o the minkmum annual agsesement
charge paid by such member, thal is to say each member shall be énlitted 1o
one additional vote each time the acreage assessment -equals the mintmum

anpual charge, provided, however, that no one member, regardiess of the

acreage owned, shall have the right to cast more prmsE.a.:::mﬁx&.o“;o.

total vote of all members presen{ at any such meeting, excepl as hereinafler
provided in Artiele Xil. The majority landowngr, or the owner of lhe greatesl

” ~acresge, may be represented by no more lian one member on the five-member .

board of trustees, but shail be represented by at least one member,

Section 3 ) i i
Vacancies on the board of trustees shall be filled by 2 special election o

"'be held after five days' notice being given, by mailing to each member o_..

the Association a notice of the time, place and purpose of said meeling. -
ARTICLE [ — POWERS OF TRUSTEES

Section ] g, . - ;i
“The irustees may call special meetings of the members of the Association
when they deem il hecessary, and they shall call a meeting at any time on the
written request of ten members of the Association or on the writien request of
one member-of the beard ol trustees.
Section 2 ; :
They may employ, appoint and remove at pleasure any officer, agent, or

. employee of the assaciation; prescribe their duties, fix their compansation and-

require from them security for faifhful service, should the same be deemed ne-
cessary and proper. :

Section 3 L o . . » .

They -shall appoint all committees not otherwise provided for. herein; shail
have full charge, management and control of the business and affairs of the
association, with power to enter inlp contracts for and on behalf and in the

.. name of the assoetation, and to receive and pay out money as provided herein;
- and have any and every power necessary to carry out the true infent and

purposes of this- association for the benefil of the membership thereof, individ-.
ually. and coliectively. T : AT RS
ARTICLE 11l — OFFICERS GF THE ASSOCIATION
Section 1 .

The officers of this association shall consist of a Presideni and a Secrelary-

©“Treasurer, to be elected by the Board of Trustees from among their number,

at the first regular meeting of said board afler the general clection. of said
trustees.

Section 2 i . : .
If at any time any officer shall be absent or unable.lo act, the Board may

s -appoint some other member to act in his-place and slead, in whom {for the

time being) shall be vested all the duties, powers and funciions of the office.
ARTICLE IV — DUTIES OF OFFICER

T PRESIDENT .

Saction V- .

The President shalt serve without compensation and shall preside over all
meelings of the members and trusiees, and shall have the casling vole.

Section 2 . ; )
He shall sign, as President, all contracis and olher jnstrumenis of writing -




which have been first approved by the Board of Trusteces, and draw afl wa
_tvanls on the Secrelary - Treasurer for the payment of money. Ly
Section 1 . . : : D
: He shall call the trustees together whenever ‘he shall deem it necessary, Iy
~ giving each member thereof ohe day’s personal notiee, or by depositing in the
postoffice, properly stamped and addressed, a notice of said meeting to each
_trustee at least three days before the dale set for said meeling, - e

C U ARTICLE V¥ — SECRETARY-TREASURER
Section 1 .
The Secretary-Treasurer shall keep a correct record of lhe proceedings of
the board of frustees and of the meetings of the members. He shail keep prop-

collect all assessments, and sign all checks and warrants, -

Section 2 . : : I
... It shall be his duly to preserve ali records, maps, agreements and datd
- placed in his charge by the Assecidtion, and Tender a statement of the af-

fairs. of the association at any regular meeting of the members or at any

meeting of the board of trustees.
‘Section 3. N :
He shall serve al} notices required o be served in
association, as provided in the by-laws and rules. .
Section 4 -

Ha shall safely keep all funds of the association and umw_smaoz—cawca
an order of the President. ; S _

er- books-of account of the businesss and financial affairs of the -association;

the management of this

Section 5. . L 4 1 o

He shall furpish a statement of the financial aifairs of the association at
all regular meetings of the members, or at any meeling of the trustees, when
raquested so to do. .

ARTICLE V1 — MEETINGS
Section 1 5 o i SRR B .

The annual meetings of the members of this associalion shall be held on the
last Monday of January of each year at Bishop, California and shall be called
by the Secretary-Treasurer majling a notice thereof to each member at leas*
ten days before said meeting. L o : SRR

Section 2 5 o5 o5 . -
Special meetings of the members of the association shall be catled by the
President when authorized by the trustees, or upon writlen request of ten
. members. Said special meetings shali. be called by the Secretary-Treasurer,
- under the direction of the President, mailing to each member of the a

~ a notice thereof at least five days before the time of said meseting.

ARTICLE VIi — QUORUM
0 Seetion) ..

-+ No meeting of the members of the Assoeiation shall be competen! to trans-

act buslness unless ai least ten members are present, except to adjourn from
day to day or until such time as may be deemed proper.

ARTICLE VI — MEMBERSHIP
Section 1

Any owner of land inciuded as defendant lands, shown on Exhibit A, des.
eribed. in Paragraph 1 of the Chandler Decree, same being an Insteument filed

gsaciation -

for record am January 27, 1922, as B-61 Equity, a decree signed by, Judge Ben.

jamin -F.-Bedsoe, may become a member of this Association by appiication 1o
" the Bishop Creek Water Associallon, or by ratifying and signing e Arlicles
~of Association and these by-laws and rujes and conforming to lhe require-
" ments thereof. = s 85 .

Section 2 . B W W W s ; ths ¢ e
“ Any owner: af real property whose. property js traversed by, borders on, Or
has access to any sifeam, canal, or gilch carrying the water of Bishap Creek,

and bocated within the boundaries as shown on Exhibit A, shall automaltically

be a member of this Association and shall be entiiled to the benefits. and
burdened by the dutigs imposed hereth. Any guestion of membership shall be

‘referred to the Arbitration Committee, and the findings and rulings of the
-~ Commiltee shali be binding upon all parlies.: o o :

~ Section 3 . % i muc i :
' Any member of this assnciation not camplying with the provisions contained
~in the by-laws and rules, may be denied the servicas of this organization.

- ARTICLE 1X — DIVISION AND USEQF WATER .
" Section ! N :
Immediately upon the adoption, sigring and ratification of
Rules by the members of this association, a commitlee of

the By-Laws and
st least three (3)
mernhers and Bot-more than five (3) members, tg-be known as the “Commit-
! fee on Water and Arbitration” shall be appointed by the beard ‘of trusiees lo
serve.a term of one year, Vacancies on said comimil
wowsﬁdmnﬁcwgowomaoﬁdémﬁﬁm.

tee shall be filled by ap-

Sectien 2 . . 8 i
It shall he the duty of said Commlttee on Water and Arbitration to ascertain
as nearly as possible the names of all individuais claiming Lo be enlitied lo
the use of waier from Bishop  Creek and the diverled waters [rom Birch
" Creek to Bishop Creek for domeslic or irrigation purposes, together with such
further information as can be obtained that will assist said commitiee in ap.
portioning to each member of this association a fair, equitable and proportion-
ate amolnt «of waier of said Bishop Creek and the diveried walers of and
frotn Birch: Creek. ot L

Section 3
Said committee shall,

. based on said Changler Decree, estimate. the propar-
tionate amount.

of water from Bishop Creek to which each member of the as-
: soeiation is entitled, and the lengih of ihme during the season {(March 16
P through October 15 inclusive) to awhich ke i3 entilled to use the same. The sev-
- em-month season of March 16 to October 15 inclusive is the season wherein the

‘association in its associate capacity has the responsibility for water manage-

ment. :
- Section 4 PR TIT TR N
Each member shall keep his ditches free and clear of debris (sard, silt,
: rocks, .grass, weeds, and trash) so that water, ircluding wasle water, may
: move for the beneficial use of members below. .
‘Section 5 o S D .

[ L g distribution of waler is impeded or interfered with,
causing flooding, wastage or other detriment to the {low of water fo occur
by reason of the refusal, inability or neplect of any member or members to
‘remedy the same, the association may, after due notice, have the remedial
work performed and the responsible member or members shall be bitled

" therefor, at the cost of the work, o L

Tn the event the equitab]
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Section 1 S .
The truslees of this assoclation are empowered and authorized te empioy

one or more mer as needed to divert from the maln canals said waters for thr™
“use of the members of this association and lo divide the same belween th

members hereof as nearly as may be in the proportion set forth in the report

- of the Committee on Waler and Arbitration.
 Section 2 o :

No member shall divert any waler ?2: the said main channels ow_ms any
way interfere with the boxes or headgates placed therein; but if waler is need-
ed for irrigating purposes, the member so needing the water shall give the man

-employed by trustees to divide said water at least three days™ notice of the
*time and place of using samé, The man in charge shall thercupon provide for

the required amount of waler, i{ possible, at the proper time.

- ‘Sectien 3

All boxes, headgales or diversion works diverting water from any main
ditch or channel, regardless of by wham installed, shall for ali-water control

purposes be deemed and considered the properly of the asgociation,. The ass0-

ciation reserves the right te exclusively control and regulate water at:all box-
es, regardless of by whom the same may have been inslalled, excepl for con-

trol devices used exclusively by the Cily of Los Angeles or other users on
ditches, channels, etc. not regulated for the benefit of the general membership. -

ARTICLE X1 ARBITRATION: -
Section 1 : :

- If at any fime any question.or dispute arises between any members of this
assoclation as to their respective righis to use of said water, under ihe 2y.

. Laws and Rules herein, such question or dispute shall be submitted to the

Committee on Water and Arbitration for the purpose of deciding and adjusting
the same, and the decision of s2id committee shail be final and binding upon
the respective partles, provided that the maximum use shall not exceed a quan-
lity of water in excess of thiee (3) acre feel per acre. .

Section 2 e “

- " Phis Associalion shall not'be or become responsibie for-the costs and expen

ses of any litigalion over the right lo use water in Bishop Creek and the di-
verted waters of Birch Creek.

ARTICLE X!l — ASSESSMENTS

Section 1 . T . :
The necessay funds to pay all expenses incurred by the association shall be

raised ag follows: The President, after his election, shall appoint a commitiee
of five (5) members to be known as the Financial Committee, whase dufy. it

shall be, soon after appointment and: before the first Monday of January of

each year, 1o make an estimate of the amount of motiey required to pay the

_expenses of the assoclation-for the ensulng fiscal year, and to apportion. said
: total amount as follows: ;

1. A minimum annual charge of not less than $6.00 shall be assessed fo

each member of the Association; and-

9. The balznce of the amount necessary to pay sald expenses of the asso-
clation, which balance shall not exceed 60% of the estimate, shall be pro-
rated on an’ acreage basis and the said amount per acre shall be assessed
to members. owning ten or more acres. 4.

mm& estimate shall be reported to. the association by the eomimittee and, if

-

. any sums due and unpaid.

i1 estimate does not exceed $6,000, a majority vote of all members present
wwnwsw regular or .special meeting may adopt. the report, “provided, however,
\f said estimate exceeds $6,000, its adoption will require the vote of members
ywaing 509 or more of said fands shown on m%mmﬁa: A L

: i expenditure. of more ran $580, for purposes -other than. rormal
nwmeﬁmmwnw_Mumawﬂ, must be approved at the general meeling mn January, Em
at a special meeting wherein the proposed expendilure 15 listed .in the nm“_ c
the special meeting, at which time there must alse be presenled the plans,

specifications and :cost estimales for the work to be performed in connection
with said expenditure.

jon 2 . o _— .
mm_m_s_mammﬁ.ﬁm% shall notify by mail each member of the assoclation of the
minimum charge and of his pro rata share of said assessment, and the Sum
50 due shall be paid to the Secrelary withia thirty days from the date of notice,
The Secretary or such other person as the Board may select, shall be and is
authorized to take such legal or other action as may be. required to no:.nn_. .

Section 3 : C : : : : . .

In case the said minimum charge and said anhual assessment levied, as in
this ariicle provided, should not furnish sufficienl funds.to meet the expenses
of the Association, a special assessment may be levied: at any time and col-
lected in-ihe same manner as: provided for the annual assessment, provided
that il the iGtal of any special assessment O assessmenls when added. lo the
annual assessment, including the minimum assessment, exceeds $6,000 the
adoption of such special assessment mwm:.wwnanm the vate of mambers owning
50%, ot more of said Jands shown on Exhibit A.

" Section 1 5 . e )

The President, with the approval of the trusiees, shall ‘appoin, as required,
a nominating committee, which said nominating commitiee shall submit the
_names of hominees for Trustees at all meelings called for ihis purpose. Other

. nominations of Trustees may be made by members from- the floor.

Section 2 : o ,

All meetings of the membership shall be conducted according to Robert's
Rules of Order, as revised, except as the same may be in conilict with the
‘special rules set forth in these By-Laws. o -

ARTICLE X1V -~ AMENDMENT QF BY-LAWS AND RULES,
Section 1
These by-laws and Tules may be altered or amended at any regular or spe-
clal meeting of the association by a majority vote of the members present,
“except as to those provisions-in these by-laws regarding the minimym chasge
and maximum assessment, which provisions can only be amended by vete of
members owning 509 or more of said Jands as shown on Exhibit A.
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EXHIBIT ‘A
ARTICLES OF ASSCCIATION B BYLAWS

T OF BISHOP CREEK WATER ASSCCIATION
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