
Bishop Creek Water Association 
Meeting Summary 
August 2nd, 2016 

 
I. Opening and Introductions 

The BCWA meeting was opened at 7:02 p.m. Trustees in attendance included: 
Gene Coufal, Henry Means, Rock Baker and Merry Armstrong. Trustee Greg 
Loveland was absent. Watermaster Chas Coufal was in attendance as well. 

 
II. July 5th, 2016 Meeting Summary 

The summary of the July 5th, 2016 Monthly Meeting was reviewed and 
approved as written.  

 
III. Financial Reports 

The Financial Report for June 2016 was reviewed and approved.  
 

IV. Bishop Creek Flow and Storage Report 
Flows in Bishop Creek have dropped off to be consistent with the Chandler 
Decree schedule. A hydrograph (attached) was provided in the packet to 
illustrate current flows including higher flows due to Lake Sabrina spilling. A 
meeting with SCE will be scheduled to discuss winter flows.   
  

V. Old Business  
a) Gene Coufal reported on the status of the collection of past due 

assessments. The first late notice letter was sent to members in June 
and a second notice was sent in mid-July. Members that had not paid 
their 2016 assessment by July 15th have been assessed a late fee of 
10%. The second letter was sent to 100 of the approximately 900 
members in the association. To date 50 have not been paid this year 
and there are still 52 unpaid from past years. The BCWA Board will 
work with Attorney Peter Tracy for small claims collection.  

b) Gene Coufal reported on the status of ditch diversion box repairs and 
replacements. The goal of the association is to first address the 
assessment issues and then to develop a list of structures in need of 
repair/replacement by the end of the year. 

c) Gene Coufal reported on the high ground water in West Bishop. The 
California Department of Water Recourses sent to technical experts 
over from Fresno to meet with the county and others, and to evaluate 
the conditions on July 6 and 7. They indicated that they would collect 
and evaluate any relevant data and prepare a report within the next 6 
weeks. Bob Harrington stated that he had called the office for an 
update and said that the he expects the state to present their findings in 
the form of a letter or memorandum. 
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Bishop Creek Water Association 
Meeting Summary 
September 6th, 2016 

 
I. Opening and Introductions 

The BCWA meeting was opened at 7:02 p.m. Trustees in attendance included: 
Gene Coufal and Greg Loveland. Trustees Henry Means, Rock Baker and 
Merry Armstrong were absent. Watermaster Chas Coufal was in attendance. 

 
II. August 2nd, 2016 Meeting Summary 

The summary of the August 2nd, 2016 Monthly Meeting was tabled until next 
month due to the lack of a Board quorum. 

 
III. Financial Reports 

The Financial Report for August 2016 was tabled until next month due to the 
lack of a Board quorum.   

 
IV. Bishop Creek Flow and Storage Report 

Gene reported that SCE is comfortable with maintaining flows between 50 
and 60 cfs throughout the winter. SCE is planning on dropping flows to the 
minimum allowed by the Chandler decree for the remainder of the summer, 
while working with the BCWA and DWP to maintain minimum needs as best 
as possible. 
  

V. Old Business  
a) Gene Coufal reported on the status of the collection of past due 

assessments. To date 71 members have not been paid for 2016 and 
there are still 63 unpaid from past years. Gene asked for support from 
the membership on resolving this issue. 

b) Ditch Diversion Box Repair/Work 
i. Reinhackle Ditch: Discussing with LADWP on the appropriate 

direction and plan 
ii. Plans for Diversion Structure Repair: No news to report but the 

plan is still to have a list of costs for next year’s budget.  
c) Gene reported on the high ground water in West Bishop. The 

California Department of Water Recourses has not issued their report 
on their findings. The understanding is that the report is currently in 
draft form being reviewed internally by DWR.  
 
A follow up discussion of the members centered around the need for 
the Highland Drive area to become more organized and united in 
dealing with the flooding and giving the BCWA Board input on flow 
needs. 

 
VI. Water and Arbitration Committee Report 

No report given as Rock Baker was not in attendance. 
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