
Bishop Creek Water Association 
Monthly Board Meeting Agenda 

May 11, 2021 
7:00 pm 

Meeting Conducted via Zoom                                     
 

1. Opening and Introduction 

2. Acceptance of the April 13, 2021 Monthly Board Mtg Summary 

3. Approval of the April Financial Report 

4. Appointment of Water and Arbitration, and Finance Committees 

5. Bishop Creek Precipitation, Flow, and Storage Report 

6. Old Business 
a. Restriction in Nelligan Ditch at Norberg/Scott/O'Brien 
b. Inyo County Road Department policy regarding street culverts 
c. Membership Reconciliation (mapping) 
d. Collection of Past Due Assessments 
e. Ditch Diversion Box Repair/Rebuild Project  
f. Problems with diversion structure at 2470 Sunrise Dr. 
g. Watermaster Cell Phone Service Plan 
h. Bishop Tribe BCWA Membership?  

 
7. Watermaster Report 

a. Mtg with Chris Thompson (Miles) 
b. Other 

8.   New Business 
a. Other (By Board or Members in Good Standing) 

 
9.  Next Monthly Board Meeting– June 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

 
10. Adjournment 



Bishop Creek Water Association 
Monthly Board Meeting Summary 

April 13, 2021 
7:00 pm 

Meeting Conducted via Zoom                                     
 

1. Opening and Introduction 

BWCA meeting called to order 7:00 pm. Trustees in attendance: Gene Coufal, Mark Frumkin, 
Mary Armstrong and Eric Tillemans. Trustee Don Kunze was absent.  Watermaster Matt Durkee 
was present. Also in attendance was Angela Scott and Dustin Taylor.  

2. Acceptance of the March 9, 2021 Monthly Board Mtg Summary 

      The March 9, 2021 Annual Meeting Summary was accepted as written. 

3. Approval of the March Financial Report 

The March Financial Reports were approved unanimously.  

4. Election of Board Treasurer 

Mark Frumkin was unanimously elected Board Treasurer.   

5. Appointment of Water and Arbitration, and Finance Committee Chairpersons 

    Water and Arbitration Chairperson - The Board of Trustees unanimously approve Mary 
Armstrong as Chairperson for a one-year term.  Gene explained how the BCWA By-Laws 
describe the role of the Water and Arbitration Committee as being a committee that is formed to: 
1) ascertain as close as possible the list of BCWA members; and 2) to assist in apportioning a 
fair, equitable and proportionate amount of water.  Moving forward Mary will need to bring a list 
of 2 to 4 member names to form a committee for Board approval.  
  
    Finance Committee Chairperson – Gene Coufal appointed Mark Frumkin as the Finance 
Committee Chairperson. 
 

6. Bishop Creek Precipitation, Flow, and Storage Report 
Snowpack in the Bishop Creek drainage is at 46% of normal to date.  Runoff is forecast to be 
about 68% of normal this year.    
SCE maintained a late winter flow in Bishop Creek of approximately 40 cfs due to the dry 
winter.  Watermaster Matt Durkee was able to able to keep ditches wet throughout the BCWA at 
this flowrate.  By managing the ditch system with a winter flow rate of 40 cfs it is hoped that 
SCE will be able to store enough additional water to maintain compliance with the Chandler 
Decree through the entire irrigation season and have enough water to keep ditches wet this 
coming winter. DWP has agreed to allowing SCE to carry over storage levels with the goal of 
having additional water available during the irrigation season. 
 

7. Old Business 
a. Restriction in Nelligan Ditch at Norberg/Scott/O'Brien: 



Gene spoke with Dee Norberg’s lawyer, Mr. Lampi, and no headway has been made with 
Mrs. Norberg.  Mr. Lampi suggested there are three options available: 1) take this issue to 
court; 2) leave the ditch as is; or 3) reach an agreement.  The Board believes there are only 
two options available: 1) court or 2) reach an agreement to fix the ditch. Gene will 
investigate what a court process would entail. 
 

b. Inyo County Road Department policy regarding street culverts: 
Currently the policy has been put on hold while the Inyo County moves into the new office 
building.  Eric Tillemans from LA DWP will try and set up a meeting with Mike Cervantes 
and Mike Gratz to discuss having a formal policy drafted regarding Inyo County’s role in 
culvert problems. 
 

c. Membership Reconciliation (mapping): 
Eric Tillemans is getting the maps from Mike DePrez this week and will pass the maps on to 
Gene for review once he can get them printed. 
 

d. Collection of Past Due Assessments: 
On hold until membership reconciliation is complete. 
 

e. Ditch Diversion Box Repair/Rebuild Project: 
On hold until membership reconciliation is complete. 
 

f.  Bishop Plaza maintenance and cleaning responsibility: 
The Bishop Plaza can be removed from the Agenda until an issue arises that brings this 
problem back to the Board. 
 

g. Is the Bishop Tribe a BCWA Member?: 
The Bishop Tribe is a Sovereign Nation and per an Agreement with LADWP water must be 
delivered to the tribal lands.  Given the Agreement, LADWP is investigating where the 
membership obligation on tribal lands resides. 
 

h. Flow at Reinhackle Ditch Diversion Structures at Grah/Lozito: 
As a follow up to Mr. D. Grah’s email letter (attached to meeting package) regarding 
management of diversions off the Reinhackle Ditch, Watermaster Matt Durkee will make a 
point to manage these diversions to create a more balanced (50%-50%) distribution of flow 
on the west and east sides (Lozito property) of the Grah property. 
 

i. Watermaster Cell Phone Service Plan 
Verizon will not discuss the plan with Watermaster Matt Durkee because he is not the plan 
policy holder.  Matt will follow up with DeeDee at Holland and Allred, to review plan and its 
costs.  
 

8. Water & Arbitration Committee Report: 
Nothing New to Report  
 

9. Watermaster Report 
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Measurement as Inches Water Content;    Precipitation totals are cumulative for water year beginning Oct 1

EASTERN SIERRA
          CURRENT PRECIPITATION CONDITIONS

April 13, 2021
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Measurement as Inches Water Content;    Precipitation totals are cumulative for water year beginning Oct 1

EASTERN SIERRA
          CURRENT PRECIPITATION CONDITIONS

May 11, 2021

15%
18%

0% 0% 0%
0%

29%

38%

0% 0% 0% 0%
0%

50%

100%

Gem
Pass

Mammth
Pass

Rock Crk Sawmill Big Pine
Crk

Cottnwd
Lakes

5.3 in. 7.7 in. 0.0 in. 0.0 in. 0.0 in. 0.0 in.

Snow Pillows % of Apr 1 Normal
% of Norm to Date

28%

40%

12% 12%

22%

15%

33%
36%

49%

14%
14%

26%

18%

35%

0%

50%

100%

Cain
Ranch

Long
Valley

Bishop Big
Pine

Indep So.
Haiwee

Los
Angeles

2.83 in. 3.96 in. 0.74 in. 1.12 in. 1.21 in. 1.08 in. 5.39 in.

Rainfall % of Sep 30 Normal
% of Norm to Date

0

10

20

30

40

50

October November December January February March April May June July

Weighted Average of Owens Valley Snow Pillows

2020-2021

Average

2016-2017 (Wettest Year)

2014-2015 (Driest Year)

2019-2020

In
ch

es
 o

f w
at

er

April 1 Snowpack:
10.03" water content
46% of normal



0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

35.0

40.0

45.0

50.0

10/1 11/1 12/1 1/1 2/1 3/1 4/1 5/1 6/1 7/1

W
at

er
 C

on
te

nt
 (i

n)

Sawmill Snow Pillow
2019-2020

Driest Season

Wettest Season

Avg

0" water content



            Owens River Basin Snow Pillows As of 5/11/2021
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