
Bishop Creek Water Association 
Monthly Board Meeting Agenda 

March 12, 2024 
7:00 pm 

 
1. Opening and Introduction 
2. Acceptance of the Annual Meeting Summary for January 29, 2024  
3. Approved 2024 Budget 
4. Approval of the November and December 2023, and the January and February 2024 

Financial Reports 
5. Bishop Creek Precipitation, Flow, and Storage Report 
6. Old Business 

a. Street Culverts: 
i.  Inyo County Road Department Policy regarding Plugged/Deteriorated Street 

Culverts  
ii. Culvert Obstructions/Blockages at:  

o 3068 Laurel Rd.; 
o 210 So Mtn View Rd; and 
o Sarah Way 

iii. Role of BCWA in Blocked Street Culverts 
b. Ditch Relocation at NW corner of Carol Ln. (parcel no 011-510-27) 
c. Water Rights Filing 
d. Membership Reconciliation (mapping) 
e. Collection of Past Due Assessments  
f. Ditch Diversion Box Repair/Rebuild Project  
g. Bishop Tribe BCWA Membership?  
h. Annual Dinner  

7. Watermaster Report 
8.  New Business 

a. Election of Board Officers: 
i. President 

ii. Secretary 
iii. Treasurer 

b. Appointment of Finance Committee Chairperson 
c. Appointment of Water and Arbitration Committee Chairperson 
d. Watermaster Evaluation 
e. Other (by Board or members in good standing) 

9. Next Monthly Board Meetings: April 9, 2024, at 7:00 pm at GLCC 
10. Adjournment 



Bishop Creek Water Association 
Annual Meeting Summary 

January 29, 2024 
7:00 pm 

Meeting Conducted in Person and via Zoom                                     
 
 

1. Opening and Introduction 
BWCA meeting called to order 7:03 pm. Trustees in attendance: Gene Coufal, Mark 
Frumkin, Don Kunze, Eric Tillemans and Merry Armstrong. Watermaster Matt Durkee 
was present.  
 

2. Acceptance of the Monthly Board Meeting Summary for January 9, 2024 
The January 9th, 2024, meeting summary was accepted as written.  
 

3. 2023 Annual Report 
Gene provided a summary of BCWA activities during the previous year.  Highlights of 
the summary are as follows: 

• Had the usual number of issues with obstructions on member property (for 
specifics please see monthly board meeting summaries posted on the BCWA 
website, www.bishopcreekwater.org).  Unfortunately, the BCWA had to get the 
Inyo Co sheriff involved to resolve one of the issues. 

• Had to deal with 9 blocked street culverts.  In the fall, a letter was sent out to all 
members describing the handling of street culverts by the BCWA.  Thanks to the 
assistance of the Inyo County Supervisors representing BCWA members, 
discussions with Inyo County personnel regarding street culverts were initiated in 
December and are ongoing. 

• Work on a Water Rights filing by the BCWA with the State Water Resources 
Control Board is progressing. And 

•  Mapping of BCWA ditches and membership, and reconciliation of the BCWA 
database is essential complete and should be used for membership assessment 
billing in 2024. 

 
Randy Short spoke to the lack of a current solution to the culvert issue without the 
counties help. Mark Heckman continued by saying that the county received funds to build 
roads along with the culverts.  

 
4. Snowpack, Precipitation and Bishop Creek Flow and Storage Report 

Eric reported that the 2023 runoff is very close to the 1969 runoff, and that the snowpack 
for 2023-24 is off to a very slow start at about 29% of normal, which is okay because the 
reservoir system is still very full and LADWP cannot handle another large runoff without 
having to spread and release excess water. 
 

5. 2023 Financial Report 
Mark presented the financial report for 2023.  
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Measurement as Inches Water Content;    Precipitation totals are cumulative for water year beginning Oct 1

EASTERN SIERRA
          CURRENT PRECIPITATION CONDITIONS

January 23, 2024
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Measurement as Inches Water Content;    Precipitation totals are cumulative for water year beginning Oct 1

EASTERN SIERRA
          CURRENT PRECIPITATION CONDITIONS

March 5, 2024
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Water Normal April 1 % of Normal % of April 1
Course Content to Date Normal to Date Normal

Mammoth Pass 29.2    35.7    42.7    82% 68%
Mammoth Lakes 15.8    17.8    20.1    89% 78%
Minarets 2 19.9    25.2    29.3    79% 68%

Average: 21.6    26.2    30.7    83% 70%

Water Normal April 1 % of Normal % of April 1
Course Content to Date Normal to Date Normal

Rock Creek 1 5.8    8.0    7.1    72% 81%
Rock Creek 2 6.3    9.8    10.1    64% 62%
Rock Creek 3 9.2    12.4    13.2    74% 70%

Average: 7.1    10.1    10.1    70% 70%

Water Normal April 1 % of Normal % of April 1
Course Content to Date Normal to Date Normal

Sawmill 10.4    16.2    19.0    64% 54%

Average: 10.4    16.2    19.0    64% 54%

Water Normal April 1 % of Normal % of April 1
Course Content to Date Normal to Date Normal

Big Pine Creek 2 9.1    12.2    12.6    74% 72%
Big Pine Creek 3 13.5    15.7    17.5    86% 77%

Average: 11.3    14.0    15.1    81% 75%

Water Normal April 1 % of Normal % of April 1
Course Content to Date Normal to Date Normal

Cottonwood Lakes 1 8.2    11.0    12.3    74% 66%
Trailhead* 8.6    11.4    12.5    75% 68%

Average: 8.4    11.2    12.4    75% 67%

Water Normal April 1 % of Normal % of April 1
Average Content to Date Normal to Date Normal

of all
Snow Courses 12.5 16.4 18.7 76% 67%

   EASTERN SIERRA OVERALL SNOW PACK

   MAMMOTH LAKES AREA

   ROCK CREEK AREA

EASTERN SIERRA SNOW SURVEY RESULTS

March 1, 2024

   COTTONWOOD AREA

   BISHOP AREA

   BIG PINE AREA      (Contributes 13% of Owens River Basin runoff)

   Normals are based on the 1971-2020 period.
* Trailhead has only been measured since 1982, so the normal is estimated. PSS 3/5/2024
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