
Bishop Creek Water Association 
Monthly Board Meeting Agenda 

June 10, 2025 
7:00 pm 

 
1. Opening and Introduction 
2. New Watermaster 
3. Acceptance of the May 13, 2025 Monthly Board Meeting Summary 
4. Approval of the May 2025 Financial Report 
5. Bishop Creek Precipitation, Flow, and Storage Report 
6. Appointment of Finance Committee  
7. Old Business 

a. Street Culverts: 
i. Inyo County Road Department Position regarding 

Plugged/Deteriorated Street Culverts  
ii.  Culvert Obstructions/Blockage at 3068 Laurel Rd.  

b. Flow in Mattlick Ditch 
c. Leakage from Waterson Area Ditch unto LADWP 
d. Water Rights Filing 
e. Collection of Past Due Assessments  
f. Failing Check Structure in No. Fork of Bishop Ck at Vista Ditch 
g. Ditch Relocation at NW corner of Carol Ln. (parcel no 011-510-27) 
h. Ditch Diversion Box Repair/Rebuild Project  
i. Bishop Tribe BCWA Membership?  

8. Watermaster Report 
9. New Business 

a. Other (by Board or members in good standing) 
12. Next Monthly Board Meetings: July 8, 2025, at 7:00 pm at GLCC 
13.  Adjournment 



-Bishop Creek Water Association 
Monthly Meeting Summary 

May 13th, 2025 
 7:00 pm 

 
 

1. Opening and Introduction 
BWCA monthly Board meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm. Trustees in attendance: 
Gene Coufal, Eric Tillemans, Mark Frumkin, Don Kunze and Merry Armstrong. 
Watermaster Terry Crowl was not in attendance. 
 

2. Acceptance of April 8th Monthly Board Meeting 
The April 8th monthly meeting summary was accepted as written.  
 

3. Approval of the March and April 2025 Financial Reports 
There were discrepancies in the Accountants March and April financial reports.  Mark 
presented his reports for March and April (attached), which were based on bank 
transactions rather than checks written.  The Board unanimously approved Mark’s reports 
and after discussing, moving forward agreed with transitioning to using Mark’s monthly 
financial reports (based on bank statements).  
 

4. Bishop Creek Vision Project – Mo Loden, LRWQCB 
Mo Loden from the LRWQCB described a water quality improvement project for Bishop 
Creek that she is heading up.  She basically has been exploring with local entities’ 
support for the project.  Discussions revolved around exploring how the BCWA might be 
able to assist in the project.  After the Board described what the BCWA’s function is she 
said that she may come back at a future date with some thoughts on how there might be 
some collaboration on the project.    

 
5. Bishop Creek Precipitation, Flow and Storage Report 

SCE significantly reduced flow in Bishop creek, down to minimal Chandler Decree 
levels. 

 
6. Appointment of Water and Arbitration Committee  

The board unanimously voted to approve Jan Hamiliton, Marlena Baker and Don Kunze 
to serve on the Water and Arbitration Committee with Merry Armstrong.  
 

7. Appointment of Finance Committee  
These appointments will be made next month.    

 
8. Flow in Matlick Ditch 

The Los Angeles Dept of Water and Power made adjustments to upstream flows in the 
Mattlick Ditch.  
 
 

9. Old Business 
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Measurement as Inches Water Content;    Precipitation totals are cumulative for water year beginning Oct 1

EASTERN SIERRA
          CURRENT PRECIPITATION CONDITIONS

April 8, 2025
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BISHOP CREEK WATER ASSOCIATION 
Post Office Box1273 

Bishop, California 93515 
 

BISHOP CREEK WATER ASSOCIATION 
Founded in 1897 

 

May 2, 2025 

Ms. Nora Gamino 
City of Bishop 
Director of Public Works 
377 West Line Street 
Bishop CA 93514 
 

Dear Ms. Gamino, 

By letter dated May 15, 2018 (attached), then Director of Public Works, Mr. David Grah, 
requested information regarding the assessment the City of Bishop (COB) receives from 
the Bishop Creek Water Association (BCWA). The letter specifically questioned the 
assessment on parcel 008-080-09. Thank you for your patience and please except our 
apology for the lengthy delay in responding to this request.  

If you are not familiar with the Bishop Creek Water Association, it was formed in 1905 
by the users and appropriators of the waters of Bishop Creek for use on lands located 
on the Bishop Cone in the County of Inyo, State of California, for the purpose of: 1) 
protecting their rights to the waters of said Bishop Creek; and 2) to apportion said 
waters among the several users. In 1922, the court ordered Chandler Decree 
adjudicated the waters of Bishop Creek and the diversions of waters from the main 
canals by the Association of Bishop Creek. This caused the members of this 
Association to amend the Articles of the Association to conform to the changes. A copy 
of the BCWA Articles and By-Laws can also be found on the BCWA website, 
www.BishopCreekWater.org.   

Provisions for membership are found in Article VIII, Sections 1-3 (pages 6-7) of the By-
Laws. The following is a key applicable provision: 

 Section 2 – “ Any owner of real property whose property is traversed by, borders 
on, or has access to any stream, canal, or ditch carrying the water of Bishop 
Creek, and located within the boundaries as shown on Exhibit A, shall 
automatically be a member of this Association and shall be entitled to the 
benefits and burdened by the duties imposed herein. Any question of 
membership shall be referred to the Arbitration Committee, shall be binding upon 
all parties. “ 

 



BISHOP CREEK WATER ASSOCIATION 
Post Office Box1273 

Bishop, California 93515 
 

BISHOP CREEK WATER ASSOCIATION 
Founded in 1897 

 

The reason for the delay in responding to COB request was mainly due to a lack of 
historic documentation regarding the COB account. What we can tell you is that the 
above-mentioned parcel was used as a place holder in the BCWA billing data base to 
represent applicable COB properties. In addition, thanks to a recently completed 
mapping project we are now equipped to address issues regarding membership and 
boundaries within BCWA’s jurisdiction.   

We could not find any documentation to explain past assessments, however with the 
currently available data we are able to identify the COB properties that are crossed by 
ditches conveying Bishop Creek water and therefor subject to the BCWA Articles and 
By-Laws.   

Our mapping and records indicate that 3 parcels, 008-260-02, 011-360-02, and 008-
140-28, have ditches conveying Bishop Creek water across them. At the current 
assessment rate of $40 per parcel, the City of Bishop will be assessed a total of $120 
for 2025. The COB will receive 3 invoices in early May, one for each parcel. 

Again, sorry for the delay. I hope this answers the City ‘s questions. If you have further 
questions or other information regarding this, please contact me on (760) 873-6209. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Board of Trustees 
Gene Coufal - President 

Merry Armstrong 
Don Kunze 

Mark Frumkin 
Eric Tillemans 

 
Enclosure: COB letter dated May 15, 2018 
c: BCWA Board Members 
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