
Bishop Creek Water Association 
Monthly Board Meeting Agenda 

July 14, 2026 
7:00 pm 

 
1. Opening and Introduction 
2. Acceptance of June 9, 2026 Monthly Meeting Summary 
3. Approval of the June 2026 Financial Report  
4. Bishop Creek Precipitation, Flow, and Storage Report 
5. Appointment of Finance Committee  
6. Old Business 

a. Street Culverts: 
i. 3028 Laurel Rd Culvert 

ii. Annual Culvert Survey 
b. Low flows on Mt Tom Rd and Vista Rd 
c. Leakage from Waterson Area Ditch onto LADWP 
d. Ditch Relocation at NW corner of Carol Ln. (parcel no 011-510-27) 
e. Collection of Past Due Assessments   
f. Water Rights filing 
g. Ditch Diversion Box Repair/Rebuild Project  
h. Bishop Tribe BCWA Membership?  

7. Watermaster Report 
8. New Business 

a. Damaged Diversion Structure at 218 Yaney St 
b. Use of Ditch Water at 210 S Mtn View Rd (member not in good standing)  
c. Other (by BCWA Board member or members in good standing) 

9. Next Monthly Board Meetings: August 11, 2026, at 7:00 pm at GLCC 
10. Adjournment 

 
 

 

 



Bishop Creek Water Association 
Monthly Board Meeting Summary 

June 9th, 2026 
 7:00 pm 

 
 

1. Opening and Introduction 
BWCA Monthly Board meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm. Trustees in attendance: 
Gene Coufal, Mark Frumkin, Don Kunze, Merry Armstrong and Tony Tillemans 
(attending for Eric Tillemans (LADWP)). Watermaster Indigo Ganoung was also present. 
 

2. Acceptance of May 12th, 2026 Monthly Board Meeting Summary 
The May 12th, 2026 monthly Board Meeting Summary was accepted as written.  

 
3. Approval of May 2026 Financial Report 

The May report was approved unanimously. Mark reported the banking issues have been 
resolved. 
 

4. Snowpack, Precipitation and Bishop Creek Flow and Storage Report 
Chris Thompson reported that South Lake could possibly be drained in Sept/Oct for SCE 
maintenance work. This could cause lower flows. Currently, SCE has maintained Bishop 
Creek flows above Chandler Decree minimums.  

 
5. Appointment of Finance Committee Chairperson 

The bylaws state the committee must have 5 members. Mark, the committee chairperson, 
is working on a full committee to recommend for approval.   

 
6. Old Business  

a. Street Culverts 
i. 3028 Laurel Rd Culvert: This is the next culvert the Board is wanting to be 

replaced by the Inyo County Road Department.   
ii. Annual Culvert Survey: The annual meeting with the Inyo County Road 

Department will be held in September and the survey will need to be 
completed by then.  

b. Low ditch flows in vicinity of Ranch Rd at Mt Tom Rd and Vista Rd: A blocked 
culvert/ditch on the west side of Mt Tom Rd has caused the issue to arise again. 
Absentee property owners are neglecting ditch maintenance which is leading to the 
ongoing problem. A letter will be sent to the owner of 317 Mt Tom regarding lack of 
maintenance.  Gene reported that some of the downstream owners were talking about 
having backhoe work done to clean the debris. Merry added that the BCWA board 
can advise on these types of issues but that the responsibility for maintenance remains 



with the owners. Also, Merry reported that the county placed a metal plate over the 
culvert in Ranch Rd at Vista Rd. 

c. Leakage from Watterson Area Ditch onto LADWP: DWP is looking into this issue. 
d. Ditch Relocation at NW corner of Carol Ln. (Parcel no 011-510-27): No update 
e. Collection of Past Dues: There is an issue with properties in Desiderata. Merry is 

trying to gather more information including property boundaries. Residents may need 
to be contacted and Merry will reach put to a realtor.  

f. Water Rights Filing: Have not received any communication from the State 
Department of Water Rights. 

g. Ditch Diversion Box Repair/Rebuild Project: On hold 
h. Bishop Tribe BCWA Membership: No Update 
 

7. Watermaster Report 
Indigo just returned back from vacation.  

 
8. New Business  

a. Other: 
• Mark raised a question about O’Brien property utilizing flood irrigation 

water while being severely past due. Gene will proceed with legal route 
hoping for a favorable ruling from judge that may end with a lien on 
property. 

• Chris Thompson plans on holding cross training with Indigo to help 
cooperative operations.  

• Merry inquired about the fallen tree on the reservation during the May 
17th windstorm. Gene reported that Dan Stone, Tribe Watermaster, 
resolved the issue within a few days. 

• Gene reported that the flooding continues to be a problem at the corner 
of Barlow and Highland. Gene asked Tony to hand deliver the May 28, 
2026 letter to Mr. Kevin Switzer that was sent by certified mail but 
refused by the recipient.  

• Gene reported that the water structure at 218 Yaney is causing issues. 
Chris reported that a car accident caused the issue and water was 
flooding onto DWP land.  DWP will investigate the issue and may reach 
out to Real Estate division to pursue moving the ditch.  

• Clooney Check Structure: DWP recently visited to facilitate lowering 
the flow for construction crews. 

• 209 Mt Tom Rd: Gene reported flow issues being caused by a new 
upstream property owner who is flood irrigating. Gene asked Indigo to 
contact the upstream owner and explain the practice of leaving pass 
through water while flood irrigating.  

• Don raised issue of providing a reliable vehicle for the Watermaster to 
respond to issues. He proposed leasing a truck for 3 years ($2,500 down 
with $468 monthly payment). Gene asked Indigo to consider the idea 
while also proposing an increase to the monthly truck allowance to help 
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